
#2221 The fecundity of conjugal
love cannot be reduced solely to the
procreation of children, but must
extend to their moral education and
their spiritual  formation. "The role
of parents in education is of such

Children, being made in the image of God, deserve to be loved and
respected by their parents. Parents must remember that their children
are not only their own, but  are God's children and He desires great
things for them, including that they receive His love,  live a life of
happiness and holiness,  and ultimately be united with Him in Heaven
forever. Parents have the responsibility of modeling their faith by going
to Mass, receiving the sacraments, praying together, seeking to grow in
relationship with God, and following the Catholic Church's teachings.

Marriage is a sacrament and the purpose of marriage is: 1) Unitive: spouses
are meant to love one another by making a free, total, and faithful gift of
self to the other; 2) Procreative: they are open to life, seeing children as the
living blessing and fruit of their marriage.  The children entrusted to parents
must be taught to live according to moral truths, such as knowing right from
wrong, forming their conscience, and having the freedom to recognize and
choose good and not evil. Children must also be taught about spiritual real-
ities, such as having a relationship with our loving God, knowing about God
and His life of grace, and participating in the sacraments. Parents, above 
all others, have the duty and also the grace to fulfill these responsibilities.

#2222 Parents must regard their
children as children of God and
respect them as human persons.
Showing themselves obedient to 
the will of the Father in heaven, 
they educate their children to 
fulfill God's law.

The Duties of Parents

#2224 The home is the natural

environment for initiating a

human being into solidarity and

communal respnsibilities. Parents

should teach children to avoid

the compromising and degrading

influences which threaten human

societies.

Sources: Catechism of the Catholic Church

               Rite of Baptism

What It Says Noticing what I
learned and think

Noticing how I feel
and what I desire

When parents ask to have their child baptized, they are told that "in so
doing you are accepting the responsibility of training him or her in the
practice of the faith. It is your duty to bring him or her up to keep God's
commandments as Christ taught us, by loving God and our neighbor."
Only after the parents agree to this responsibility, with the assistance
of the godparents, is the child baptized. Parents fulfill this responsibility
by modeling a faithful example and inviting family to:

#2223 Parents have the first responsibility for the education of
their children. They bear witness to this responsibility first by
creating a home where tenderness, forgiveness, respect, fidelity,
and disinterested service are the rule. The home is well suited for
education in the virtues. This requires an apprenticeship in self-
denial, sound judgment, and self-mastery, the preconditions of 
all true freedom. Parents should teach their children to 
subordinate the ‘material and instinctual dimensions to interior 
and spiritual ones.’ Parents have a grave responsibility to give 
good example to their children. By knowing how to acknowledge
their own failings to their children, parents will be better able to
guide and correct them.”

Believe in God 
Pray daily
Trust God is a loving Father
Follow His commandments
Ask God for forgiveness
Not make material items or self
more important than God

Seek to know more about God through 

Worship God by going to Mass every Sunday
Receive the Sacraments of Reconciliation
and the Eucharist often
Be generous and serve those in need
Put others before self

Scripture and other resources

The family is the first community that a child is a part of and he or she
learns how to interact with others in the daily reality of the home.
Parents model and train their children to choose appropriate
behavior rooted in Gospel values that inevitably builds up the home
and family life.  Therefore, children raised in a Christian home are
equipped to contribute to society with their Christian values. They will
also more readily recognize and reject the temptation to follow and
conform to sinful behavior commonly found in secular society.  

importance that it is almost impossible to provide an adequate
substitute." The right and the duty of parents to educate their
children are primordial and inalienable.

What it Means



The Duties of Parents
What It Says Noticing what I

learned and think
Noticing how I feel
and what I desire

#2225 Through the grace of the
sacrament of marriage, parents
receive the responsibility and
privilege of evangelizing their
children. Parents should initiate
their children at an early age into 

the mysteries of the faith of which they are the "first
heralds" for their children. They should associate them from
their tenderest years with  the life of the Church. A
wholesome family life can foster interior dispositions that
are a genuine preparation for a living faith and remain a
support for it throughout one's life.

#2226 Education in the faith by the

parents should begin in the child's earliest

years. This already happens when family

members help one another to grow in faith

by the witness of a Christian life in keeping

with the Gospel. Family catechesis pre-

cedes, accompanies, and enriches other

forms of instruction in the faith. Parents

have the mission of teaching their children

to pray and to discover their vocation as 

children of God. The parish is the Eucharistic community and the

heart of the liturgical life of Christian families; it is a privileged

place for the catechesis of children and parents. 

#2229 As those first responsible for the education of their

children, parents have the right to choose a school for them

which corresponds to their own convictions. This right is

fundamental. As far as possible parents have the duty of

choosing schools that will best help

them in their task as Christian

educators. Public authorities have the

duty of guaranteeing this parental

right and of ensuring the concrete

conditions for its exercise.

Sources: Catechism of the Catholic Church

               Rite of Baptism

What it Means

"To evangelize means: to show this path—to teach the art of living. At

the beginning of his public life Jesus says: I have come to evangelize the

poor (Luke 4:18); this means: I have the response to your fundamental

question; I will show you the path of life, the path toward happiness—

rather: I am that path." 

Parents do not need a degree in theology to evangelize their children.

They are given every grace needed to teach their children about God

and the faith. Bringing their children to church and making sure they

have received the sacraments of initiation (Baptism, Confirmation,

Eucharist) should be parents' highest priority. Loving God and following

His commandments in word and deed should not be reserved to Sunday

or once in awhile, but lived out daily in every family choice and action. 

-Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger on the New Evangelization

Jesus formed His first disciples by teaching them about God the Father,
showing them how to pray, and sending them to share the Good News
that they received from Him. Jesus formed the disciples in the day-to-
day life He shared with them. Parents have the greatest opportunity and
advantage to spiritually form their children in the daily activities of the
home such as praying together, reading the Bible, forgiving and seeking
forgiveness from one another, and serving one another with kindness and
love. The parish is the "community of communities" where families gather
for worship, formation, and fellowship. At the Sunday liturgy each family
prayerfully unites the joys and sorrows of their domestic life with Christ's
Eucharistic sacrifice offered to God the Father. The Eucharist is Jesus
who wants always to live at the heart of the family and give them grace
so He can send them to be His light in the home and world. The parish
accompanies the family by providing faith formation support and
resources so that parents can transmit the faith to their children. 

Parents have the right to choose a school for their children that best
helps them teach their Christian values and ethics. Even though part of
the education of their children may be delegated to a school, the
parents need to be actively involved by knowing what their children are
learning, answering questions, clarifying truths, and correcting errors.
Even if parents cannot send their children to a religious school, parents
must supplement their children's education with faith formation
instruction. Parents also have the duty to voice their religious beliefs
and values to school administration when their children's curriculum
teaches contrary to Christian values. School systems should recognize
and respect the role of parents as primary educators of their children.

A WORD OF ENCOURAGEMENT: We cannot love, pass

on the faith to others, be disciples, or serve with love

without first encountering Jesus. Being a Catholic is not

about what you know, it's Who you know. The more we

know ourselves loved by God, the more we are naturally

disposed to respond to Him in love. We come to know

Jesus as we encounter Him in prayer, the Sacraments,

and in the life of the Church.  Our response to love God

in return is demonstrated by surrendering our lives with

trust and generosity to Him as His disciples, seeking to

serve Him, follow His commands, and share the joy of

belonging to Him with others. We cannot force our own

conversion or try really hard to be holy. Instead, we must

allow God to enter into the reality of our lives and let

Him take us where He is. This happens in prayer. Prayer

is a relationship with God, a heart to heart  dialogue,

and not simply a collection of devotionals. Our

relationship with God forms and directs our availability

to be in relationship with others. Ongoing faith

formation equips us to enter into prayer so we can

deepen these relationships and helps us understand

how to continuously follow Jesus and be His disciple in

the life of the Church.


