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As we approach this season of Thanksgiving, 2009, we are thankful
for our many blessings bestowed on us by our Heavenly Father, and we
praise and glorify His Holy Name.
One important blessing that we receive, and one that we should
never take lightly is the togetherness of our brothers and sisters in the Pro
sanctity Movement throughout the world and, most notably, for our relationship with each other in this, our Pro Sanctity Movement West.
We are privileged through membership to have women and men
share their time and their talent and their love with us all, and we encourage you to let your unique, God-directed, light shine for all of us to see!
We are truly gifted with each other in our relationships, and
through our sharing, may we be ever helpful to one another as we journey
through our earthly life with our goal to become more Christ-like, and
truly children in God’ own image!
This year, in a special way, we also want to express our deep gratitude to all priests who day by day, bring forth the Real Presence of Jesus
in the Eucharist, priests who forgive our sins, priests who serve us in all
our spiritual needs. Priests who help us with our Apostolic work, through
encouragement, and the active involvement in our activities. We thank you
and we promise to pray for you.

Happy Thanksgiving
“Sing and play music in your heart to the Lord,
always giving thanks for everything
to God the Father
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ” (from Liturgy)

In This Issue...
A Note from the Editor... by Paula Carmody

page

1

Formation in the Spirit of the Pro Sanctity... by Palmira Tafani

page

2

A Prayer for Priest... by Bishop G. Giaquinta

page

2

A Gardener of the Divine - Bishop Giaquinta... by Teresa Monaghen

page

3

Lasting Memories... by Agnes Rus

page

4

Oblates’ Corner: General Assembly 2009… by Agnes Rus

page

5

Baltimore……..in the Footsteps of a Saint!... by Cathy McDonnell

page

5

A Golden Treasure… by Cecilia McKnight

page

6

cont. Baltimore……..in the Footsteps of a Saint!... by Cathy McDonnell

page

6

Pro Sanctity Activities 2009-2010 … Pro Sanctity Board

page

7

Formation
in the Spirit of the Pro Sanctity
by Palmira Tafani
It is pretty much within the Pro Sanctity terminology to speak of
―Formation‖ – formation of the mind, formation of the heart, formation of gestures, and most especially ―formation of a mentality.‖
Yes, formation to a Christian mentality, and in a special way formation to a ―mentality of holiness!”
To ―form‖ is to ―give a particular shape to, or to mold after a particular model‖ (Web. Dict.). Spiritual formation follows the same
principle: Christians are striving to mold or to shape themselves
after the highest ―Model‖, Jesus Christ; that is, they strive to acquire a Christian or Christ-like mentality. It is St. Paul who suggests that we ―Grow into the full stature of Christ: ‗He gave some
as apostles, others as prophets, others as evangelists, others as
pastors and teachers, to equip the holy ones for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until we all attain to the
unity of faith…, to mature manhood, to the extent of the full stature
of Christ, so that we may no longer be infants, tossed by waves
and swept along by every wind of teaching…, rather, living the
truth in love, we should grow in every way into him who is the
head, Christ’” (Eph 4:11-16).
―I am the Potter, you are the clay… Like clay in the hands of a
potter, to be molded according to his pleasure, so are we in the
hands of our Creator, to be assigned by him our function…”(Sir
33:13). The grace of God, nature, life‘s events, and every human
experience, are like a ―school‖ through which we live, grow and,
hopefully, mature. The Word of God, too, is that ―seed that falls
into the good soil‖ of our soul and ―produces fruit a hundredfold‖ (Lk 8:8) – fruit of holiness!
This is how Pro Sanctity encourages, and works for formation: to
―create a mentality of holiness; to help ―put on‖ the mentality of
Christ (personal growth) in order to ―bring to others the fruit of
one’s contemplation‖ (apostolate). In other words, Pro Sanctity
formation is an effort to ―equip the holy ones for the work of ministry…‖ and to accompany all people in their pursuit of the ―full
stature” and ―mature manhood/womanhood… of Christ.‖ For, as
a noted philosopher wrote, ―One cannot give what he or she does
not have!”
A Booklet for personal formation
to the Pro Sanctity spirit, entitled,
―HOLINESS: A GIFT FOR
ALL‖ has been issued by the National Pro Sanctity Board, and is
available at the P.S. Center: 714956-1020.

Pro Sanctity Activities 2009– 2010
Praying With
Our
Founder…

Every year Pro Sanctity organizes Retreats for men, women and couples These are the privileged moments in our lives that call us to slow down, to rest , to pray and to examine our life
in the light of God’s Word proclaimed to us. They are moments of joy, of forgiveness, of new
energy to be what the Lord wants us to be, the disciples of the Crucified and Risen Lord!.

We will begin 2010 with the COUPLES RETREAT on January 8 & 9

Prayer for Priests
Lord Jesus, Almighty God,
we thank you for all your gifts,
and especially
for those you grant us
through your ministers.
You gave us new life
through the grace of Baptism:
Grant us the ability to see the priest
as a father.
You continue to renew us
with the sacrament of Reconciliation:
Let us see your face,
O good Samaritan,
in the one who absolves us.
You give yourself to us
in the Eucharist:
Grant us respect for the hand of the one
who satisfies our hunger in this arid
world.
He is our brother; however, by grace,
he is also our father.
Make his sanctifying presence among us
fruitful
and give us a child‘s tenderness for him.
Enable us to be loving and understanding
especially when he is tired, sick, or aged.
Make the Church a family
gathered around Mary, your Mother,
singing hymns of love and praise
to you, Priest living in our priests.
Amen.
+ Bishop G. Giaquinta

preached by Rev. Patrick Hill, Counselor, Cannon Lawyer, Los Angeles Archdioceses Friday, January 8 at 6:00 p.m. (dinner) Saturday, January 9 (after 6:00 p.m. dinner) Cost: $125 per couple for
overnight or $90 per couple for commuters

February 12 & 13 we will have our annual MEN’S RETREAT with Fr. Frank
Jindra, from the Archdiocese of Omaha, Nebraska. Father Jindra will present The Beatitudes: a Call to the Fullness of the Gospel. The focus must not be on whether, as
a result of our efforts, even our faith, we will be saved, for in essence this is a selfcentered quest. Rather our focus is to be on giving glory to God. From the late 4th century analysis of the Beatitudes, we will look at a full program of what Jesus wants from
His disciples. The retreat will begin on Friday, February 19 at 6:00 p.m. (dinner) and conclude on Saturday, February 20 (after 6:00 p.m. dinner). Cost: $85 per person for overnight or $70 for commuters.
At the end of February, February 26, 27 and 28, we will have our annul

WOMEN’S RETREAT preached by Fr. David Robinson, S.J. . Fr. David C. Robinson, S.J. is officially at Loyola Institute of Spirituality since early September 2009. He
comes from Nestucca, Oregon where he was Director of the Sanctuary Spirituality Center
on the Oregon coast. Friday, February 26 at 7 p.m. through Sunday, February 28 after lunch. Cost: $ 100 per person for overnight or $70 for commuters.

December 31 at 6 p.m.: New Year’s Eve - - Holy Hour and Dinner
February 14: Our Lady of Trust Celebration- - Prayer and pot-luck dinner 5 p.m.
March 31 (Wednesday of the Holy Week) 6 p.m.: Seder Meal
April 2 & 3: from 3 pm on Good Friday to 3 p.m. on Holy Saturday - - 24 Hours
Around the Cross
June 6: Founder’s Day Celebration: 4 p.m. Prayer, Presentation,
Pot-luck

“Holiness, a Gift for All” Spirituality Series
Every Thursday at 9:15 a.m.
Second & Fourth Tuesday at 7 p.m.
Call the Pro Sanctity Center for more information 714 956-1020
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A Golden Treasure

by Cecilia McKnight - - Iconographer

It was a morning after attending Mass in my parish that I received a gift that I
will treasure the rest of my life. While talking to a friend after Mass, she mentioned
that her husband was taking lessons on how to paint religious icons from an iconographer who lived in our parish. I had an overpowering, tremendous feeling while we were
talking that this was something very special that I was meant to learn. I always have
been interested in various kinds of art, and icons have always intrigued me. I found
them to be a very beautiful form of religious art, but since taking lessons in iconography
and studying the history of icons, I have learned that they are more than just an image of
Christ, His Mother or the Saints. The Holy Icon is not just an object of art for decoration, but rather is a sacramental, a sacred image painted for the
Our Lady of Tenderness
purpose of veneration. Those who venerate the icon image can‘t
help but grow into a closer relationship with God and things divine.
Icons have been described as ―Windows of Heaven‖. It is the tradition for the
iconographer before starting to work on the icon to pray for those who will be venerating
it. Each time I have completed one of my icons, I experience such an overwhelming joyful feeling and am eager to present it to the person I have made it for. I had the privilege
of being taught by a very talented, loving and spirit-filled iconographer, Mary Gerardo.
She instilled in me and all her students her love for icons, the church, and all they represent. I have learned so much these past two years and am looking forward to learning
more and to perfecting my skills with each icon I complete. I am so grateful for having
this opportunity. God has blessed me in so many ways. This has been something very
special in my life, and it is truly a treasure made of gold.
(Continuation “Baltimore.. In the footsteps of a saint)

Did you know the first Catholic Diocese of the
United States was created in Baltimore in 1789
by Pope Pius VI? Did you know that Jesuit
priest, John Carroll, was appointed as the first
Bishop of the Catholic Church in America in
1789? That the Baltimore Diocese stretched
from Maine to Georgia to the Mississippi River
and eventually included the Louisiana Purchase ?
On the holy ground of St Mary‘s Spiritual Center in Baltimore, Maryland, in the early
19th century, two new communities were
founded: The Sisters of Charity of St. Joseph, the
first community of women to be founded in the
United States; and the Oblate Sisters of Providence, the first religious community of African
American women in this country. The foundress
of the Servants of the Immaculate Heart of Mary
also received her early spiritual formation on this
site.
From the end of the 18th century until the
middle of the 19th century, many priests and bishops went out from this site as pioneers of faith
and evangelized the mission territories to the
west and founded new dioceses in the Midwest
and South.
Later, in the 19th century and in the middle of the 20th century, thousands of priests were

St. Augustine

trained on the site. Some established new and important
Catholic organizations including the Catholic Foreign
Mission Society of America, (Maryknoll), the Knights
of Columbus and the Glenmary Home Missioners.
In His providence, God sent Elizabeth Ann
Seton, convert to the faith, mother, widow and foundress
of a religious order, for the apostolate of Catholic education at the very beginning of the establishment of the
first Catholic Diocese in America. Elizabeth Ann Seton
nurtured her apostolate with a deep love for the Eucharist and a devotion to Mary.
At her canonization in 1975, Pope Paul VI
spoke of Elizabeth Ann Seton, ―We bless the providence
of God that raised up Mother Seton to inaugurate this
important work. We render homage to those who have
expended their lives to communicate Christ through the
apostolate of the school, and to give generations of
young Americans true education imbued with Christian
principles.‖
I cannot conclude this reflection on the role of
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton in the early years of our Catholic Tradition in America, without recalling how the Pro
Sanctity Movement and the Call to Holiness first came
to the United States almost 50 years ago through the
work of those first Apostolic Oblates who traveled from
Rome, Italy for teaching positions in St. Polycarp Catholic School in California.
May the Good Lord bless our country with
many more saints for our time!

A Gardener of the Divine—Bishop William Giaquinta, 1914-1994
Teresa Monaghen (*)
I am a member of the Secular Institute of the Apostolic Oblates, a consecrated woman, and National Director of an ecclesial movement called Pro
Sanctity, in which I have been involved for almost thirty-four years. I live and
work on a twenty-acre farm that has been transformed into a Retreat and Spirituality Center for people of all ages, but especially young people. We host kids'
camps, retreats, family outings, and just about every kind of spiritual gathering
one can imagine, all in a rural setting. These activities require that the place be
neat and pretty, which, of course, takes labor, time, attention to detail, and a
love for beauty. There is a tremendous amount of manual work involved: cutting grass, planting flower gardens, trimming trees, pulling weeds, pulling
weeds, and yes, pulling more weeds. The importance of nature to people never
fails to amaze me—it inspires and refreshes us in so many ways and brings us
in touch with the God who desires growth within us. The work I do here on
this twenty-acre farm is both exterior and interior. It is a work that inspires
Bishop Giaquinta
people to holiness.
Today as I was surveying the "weed population" and quickly getting into the gardening mood, I suddenly
thought of our founder, Bishop Giaquinta who passed away over fifteen years ago on June 15,1994. There have been
many priests and bishops who have influenced me over the years, but Bishop William Giaquinta, from Tivoli, Italy,
changed my life. He was almost eighty years old when he died, and I can say from firsthand experience, that he was a
great gardener of a different kind.
I had the opportunity to meet this man in Italy in 1978, and over several summers I spent time with him and
other members of our Institute in a little village outside of Rome. The cottage where we stayed was beautiful, but in
much need of maintenance, especially the garden. As soon as I saw it, I knew I could contribute my weed-pulling
skills; the space was a jungle of roses and shrubs, entangled in vines and suffocating from the weeds. Much attention
was needed, and I wondered if the brief time that I had would be enough, but to my surprise, Bishop Giaquinta volunteered to help. He said he would put on his work clothes and would be happy to do whatever needed to be done. While
it was a wonderful privilege to work with him, I soon realized that this holy priest, bishop and founder, was not gifted as
a gardener of the soil! It took him only two minutes to prick his hands from the wild roses and suffer a blister from the
pruning shears. I ended up finishing the chore myself, but he stayed by my side to cheer me on. While I pulled weeds,
he spoke to me of the "interior garden", and for the next sixteen years, he was my personal gardener—not of the soil,
but of my soul! Bishop Giaquinta was an accomplished gardener of the interior life, and I was only one of so many to
personally benefit from his skill.
There are many, many qualities he had as this gardener of souls, but the predominate gift was his great desire
for a flowering of holiness as the only true answer to the Lord's love as well as the answer to the needs of our society.
Servant of God, Bishop William Giaquinta prayed and offered his life that we all would carry on the "profession" and
become spiritual gardeners. He said, "We are called to live a deep interior life and to work apostolically as the universal call to holiness demands. Let us ourselves strive for perfection, and we will become sanctifiers. Let us sow goodness
and holiness and in our families, places of work, of study, and play and we will become 'holy.'"
In the name of all, I thank you, Bishop Giaquinta; your memory continues to sow seeds of holiness in a multitude of souls. We know you are still gardening, even from Heaven. Pray for us and guide us that our spiritual lives will
flower and, thus, attract many persons to God. Help us to make our world a beautiful garden of God's love. Amen.
(*)Teresa Monaghen, A.O., is the National Director of the Pro Sanctity Movement
www.prosanctity.org
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Lasting memories…
This morning, as I was praying in the chapel for priests, a
memory came alive in my mind – the memory of a priest from
my childhood.
It happened in the Spring of 1953 or 54 – I was then 6 or 7
years old – that one evening my family heard a knock on the
door. Because it was late, my mother opened the door. As I
think, I can still see the joyful, surprised, and at the same time
concerned, look on her face! She let the person in, closed the
door, and lowered the shades. Then, we children, were introduced to Pater Remec, a Jesuit priest, who in 1940 married my
parents at Svet Jacob Church, in Ljubljana, Slovenia. This was
for me the first of many encounters with Pater Remec.
As we learned later, Pater Remec had just come back from
Kosovo, then Southern Yugoslavia, where he spent 10 years in
a labor camp only because he was an active Catholic priest.
Though he suffered torture, horrible humiliations, hard labor,
and isolation, his face, that evening, many, many years ago,
still radiated peace, joy, forgiveness… To this day, I can still
see his gentle face, and feel his firm handshake and warm embrace! For sure, these were not gestures from a person who
was bitter or angry. Absolutely not! On the contrary, everything in him spoke of acceptance, joy of living, and eagerness
to begin again his priestly ministry among his people. The experience of his imprisonment broke his body, but not his spirit.
He was a priest through and through.
We always welcomed Pater Remec’s visits, not only because
Mother would bake the best cookies, but because of his presence, his stories, his sense of humor – even when recounting
the horrors of his imprisonment! There was never a complaint
in him, but only love for the Lord, Who allowed him to participate in His own suffering.

by Agnes Rus

I know that the seeds of my own vocation,
as a consecrated person, and of my
brother‘s vocation to the priesthood, were
sown in those enriching evenings spent in
the company of Pater Remec back home in
Slovenia.
The last time I saw him was in the home
for elderly priests, run by Slovenian Sisters, a few months before he died. I was
already living in the USA. It was during
one of my summer vacations with my
brothers and sister that we went back to
Slovenia together and stopped at the Nursing home. He recognized us right away,
and he was very happy to see us. He
wanted to hear from each of us personally
how and what we were doing.
Pater Remec, thank you for showing me
what a priest of Christ really looks like.
Your presence in my life inspired me to
have a great respect for priests, and to understand the Mystery you incarnated…
May your sacrifice be a seed of new vocations to the priesthood, and especially to
your Jesuit Order. As you so often repeated: “Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam” - -

Oblates’ Corner: General Assembly 2009
―The Hour of Holiness “ by Agnes Rus
In July I was privileged and happy to participate in the General Assembly
of Our Secular Institute of the Apostolic Oblates. The entire Institute was
engaged not only in studying, but also, in dialoguing about the signs of
the time, and what the Spirit wants to say to the world through the service
of our Pro Sanctity Charism.
It was an experience that I will cherish forever. It renewed me spiritually
and physically, and gave me the energy to continue my journey in the apostolic oblation with renewed vitality, trust, and joy.
We gathered in Ciciliano
Loredana Reitano, the newly elected General
Moderator with USA Delegates
(Rome-Italy) from various parts of
Europe, India, and the USA. We devoted much time to study and sharing, and almost as much time to prayer
and contemplation. It was an experience of great joy to pray together with
the apostolic oblates, my sisters, and to hear so many accents and different
languages. We prayed in Italian, Latvian, French, English, and Malayalm,
and we all were enriched by the wealth of each other‘s culture, and liturgy.
The most exciting thing was the realization that the Pro Sanctity ideal is
loved and spread in many parts of the world through the humble, and often USA National Moderator with some of
hidden, work of so many oblates, who are sacrificing themselves for the
the Indian Delegates
holiness of the world. It was humbling to listen to the struggles, the needs
– as well as the joys and successes – of our Indian oblates; it made me realize how ―rich‖ we are, especially here
in the USA. As a simple example, they have two computers to be shared among 13 houses, we have three or four
computers in each of our houses/centers… Yet, they do not complain, rather, they continue the simple journey in
poverty and obedience, their minds set on the immense Love of Jesus for His people.
We left the Assembly with a firm determination to give ourselves completely to the apostolate of holiness. This is
the charism entrusted to us by the church, and we want to live it and to share it with all our brothers and sisters.

Baltimore……..in the Footsteps of a Saint!
“I still treasure the memory of the first parish
priest at whose side I exercised my ministry as a
young priest: he left me an example of unreserved devotion to his pastoral duties, even to
meeting his own death in the act of bringing viaticum to a gravely ill person... I also think, of
the countless situations of suffering endured by
many priests, either because they themselves
share in the manifold human experience of pain
or because they encounter misunderstanding
from the very persons to whom they minister.
How can we not also think of all those priests
who are offended in their dignity, obstructed in
their mission and persecuted, even at times to
offering the supreme testimony of their own
blood?”
Benedict XVI
proclaiming a Year for Priests
June 16, 2009.
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by Cathy McDonnell

While attending a work related conference in Baltimore last September, I was delighted to discover St
Elizabeth Ann Seton! Our first native born saint canonized in 1975.
Two hundred years earlier, after an invitation from Bishop John Carroll, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton arrived
in Baltimore, on the Feast of Corpus Christi, June 16, 1808. She attended the dedication of the Chapel of the Presentation of Mary in the Temple, situated on the site of St. Mary‘s Seminary founded by the Sulpician Fathers in
1791. The Sulpician Fathers, a community of diocesan priests, founded by Father Jean-Jacques Olier in Paris,
France in 1641, were invited by Bishop John Carroll to establish a seminary for priests in America. The seminary
has since been relocated from the original site and continues to thrive in the Roland Park area of Baltimore.
The Chapel was located behind St. Elizabeth Ann‘s newest residence. Having moved from the little house
in lower New York, she was filled with joy to know that the house that had been provided for her in Baltimore,
―was almost adjoining the chapel…Mass from daylight to eight…Vespers and Benediction every evening‖ and
that her school could be a Catholic School. It was in that Chapel that St Elizabeth Ann Seton took her religious
vows before Bishop John Carroll in 1809.
Just three days prior to my visit, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton‘s home and the Chapel were dedicated as St.
Mary‘s Spiritual Center and Historic Site on September 13, 2009. I consider it a blessing and a privilege as a Pro
Sanctity Movement Member, to pray and visit with St Elizabeth Ann Seton during the week of the dedication!
St. Mary‘s Spiritual Center is a place of firsts in the history of the Catholic Church in the United States of
America. It was in St. Elizabeth Ann‘s residence in Baltimore that she established the first Catholic School for
girls. This school for girls was a precursor to our parochial school system. It is for this reason, that St Elizabeth
Ann Seton is often referred to as the Patron Saint of Catholic Schools!
(continue on next page)
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